
Table 36.  Current-fund expenditures and current-fund expenditures per full-time equivalent (FTE) student of
                  public 4-year degree-granting institutions, with alternative projections:  1987–88 to 2012–13

Current-fund expenditures
Constant 2001–02 dollars1 Current dollars 

Total Per student Total Per student
(in billions) in FTE (in billions) in FTE

1988 ............................................................................... 4,396 $92.5 $21,039 $60.1 $13,680
1989 ............................................................................... 4,506 96.1 21,330 65.3 14,503
1990 ............................................................................... 4,620 99.5 21,529 70.9 15,339
1991 ............................................................................... 4,740 102.1 21,537 76.7 16,186
1992 ............................................................................... 4,796 104.9 21,868 81.3 16,960
1993 ............................................................................... 4,798 107.6 22,429 86.1 17,938
1994 ............................................................................... 4,766 109.3 22,930 89.7 18,820
1995 ............................................................................... 4,750 112.4 23,668 94.9 19,980
1996 ............................................................................... 4,757 112.9 23,733 97.9 20,580
1997 ............................................................................... 4,767 115.6 24,244 103.1 21,621
1998 ............................................................................... 4,814 120.3 24,986 109.2 22,682
1999 ............................................................................... 4,869 124.7 25,608 115.2 23,652
2000 ............................................................................... 4,945 131.4 26,581 124.9 25,256

Middle alternative projections
2001 ............................................................................... 5,026 137.0 27,256 134.6 26,784
2002 ............................................................................... 5,157 139.9 27,118 139.9 27,118
2003 ............................................................................... 5,402 144.0 26,656 147.0 27,211
2004 ............................................................................... 5,502 147.5 26,814 153.3 27,871
2005 ............................................................................... 5,545 151.7 27,353 160.9 29,015
2006 ............................................................................... 5,625 157.3 27,962 170.3 30,283
2007 ............................................................................... 5,706 162.4 28,459 180.0 31,550
2008 ............................................................................... 5,761 166.5 28,898 † †
2009 ............................................................................... 5,825 170.6 29,284 † †
2010 ............................................................................... 5,909 175.0 29,608 † †
2011 ............................................................................... 5,979 179.3 29,984 † †
2012 ............................................................................... 6,047 183.7 30,383 † †
2013 ............................................................................... 6,116 188.4 30,810 † †

Low alternative projections
2001 ............................................................................... 5,026 137.0 27,256 134.6 26,784
2002 ............................................................................... 5,157 139.9 27,118 139.9 27,118
2003 ............................................................................... 5,493 146.7 26,712 149.9 27,280
2004 ............................................................................... 5,546 149.3 26,923 156.2 28,155
2005 ............................................................................... 5,558 151.5 27,253 163.3 29,384
2006 ............................................................................... 5,601 155.0 27,670 172.8 30,844
2007 ............................................................................... 5,643 158.3 28,050 183.0 32,422
2008 ............................................................................... 5,673 160.9 28,358 † †
2009 ............................................................................... 5,714 163.7 28,643 † †
2010 ............................................................................... 5,778 167.1 28,912 † †
2011 ............................................................................... 5,836 170.3 29,187 † †
2012 ............................................................................... 5,890 173.9 29,528 † †
2013 ............................................................................... 5,948 177.7 29,882 † †

High alternative projections
2001 ............................................................................... 5,026 137.0 27,256 134.6 26,784
2002 ............................................................................... 5,157 139.9 27,118 139.9 27,118
2003 ............................................................................... 5,432 145.1 26,705 148.2 27,280
2004 ............................................................................... 5,529 148.5 26,867 155.4 28,109
2005 ............................................................................... 5,592 154.0 27,529 165.1 29,526
2006 ............................................................................... 5,689 160.0 28,119 175.7 30,888
2007 ............................................................................... 5,790 165.1 28,510 185.9 32,113
2008 ............................................................................... 5,873 169.8 28,913 † †
2009 ............................................................................... 5,967 174.7 29,286 † †
2010 ............................................................................... 6,079 180.2 29,644 † †
2011 ............................................................................... 6,172 185.8 30,099 † †
2012 ............................................................................... 6,259 191.2 30,542 † †
2013 ............................................................................... 6,345 196.4 30,959 † †

Year  ending

Full-time-
equivalent

enrollment (in 
thousands)

(This table was prepared July 2003.)
various years; “Finance Survey” (IPEDS-F:FY), various years; Enrollment in Degree-Granting Institutions Model; and Expenditures in Degree-Granting Institutions Model.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System, “Fall Enrollment Survey” (IPEDS-EF),
education statistics can be found in table A2, appendix A.
NOTE:  Calculations were made using unrounded numbers.  Some data have been revised from previously published figures.  Mean absolute percentage errors of selected

1Based on the Consumer Price Index for all urban consumers, Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor.
†Not applicable, projections in current dollars are not shown after 2007 due to the uncertain behavior of inflation over the long term.


